2023 Incoming 8th Grade Summer Reading

Please choose one book from the list below to read over the summer. You may read more than one
book if you wish. After you read the book, write a letter to your grade 8 teacher sharing your opinion
of the book. Your teacher will collect the letter during the first week of school. The letter should
include the book title, author, and your opinion of the book. Be sure to include reasons, details and
quotes from the book to support your opinion. The letters may be typed or written.

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak
Trying to make sense of the horrors of World War Il, Death relates the story of Liesel--a young German
girl whose book-stealing and story-telling talents help sustain her family and the Jewish man they are
hiding, as well as their neighbors.

Grenade by Alan Gratz
On April 1, 1945, with the battle of Okinawa beginning, fourteen-year-old native Okinawan Hideki,
drafted into the Blood and Iron Student Corps, is handed two grenades and told to go kill American
soldiers; small for his age, Hideki does not really want to kill anyone, he just wants to find his family,
and his struggle across the island will finally bring him face-to-face with Ray, a marine in his very first
battle--and the choice he makes then will change his life forever.

The Running Dream by Wendelin Van Draanen
When a school bus accident leaves sixteen-year-old Jessica an amputee, she returns to school with a
prosthetic limb and her track team finds a way to help rekindle her dream of running again.

Notes From the Midnight Driver by Jordan Sonnenblick
After being assigned to perform community service at a nursing home, sixteen-year-old Alex befriends
a cantankerous old man who has some lessons to impart about jazz guitar playing, love, and
forgiveness.

Divergent by Veronica Roth
In a future Chicago, sixteen-year-old Beatrice Prior must choose among five predetermined factions to
define her identity for the rest of her life, a decision made more difficult when she discovers that she is
an anomaly who does not fit into any one group, and that the society she lives in is not perfect after all.

Maze Runner by James Dashner
Sixteen-year-old Thomas wakes up with no memory in the middle of a maze and realizes he must work
with the community in which he finds himself if he is to escape.

Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys
Frantically racing to freedom with thousands of other refugees as Russian forces close in on their
homes in East Prussia, Joana, Emilia and Florian meet aboard the doomed Wilhelm Gustloff and are
forced to trust each other in order to survive.

The War Outside by Monica Hesse
Teens Haruko, a Japanese American, and Margot, a German American, form a life-changing friendship
as everything around them starts falling apart in the Crystal City family internment camp during World
War Il.






